nutes- the score stgoq
y. - would: have mea:;)d
Roker Park and a very different story,
was: the! final ‘post=War' season wher
e applied to; original ties if they Wereb
part of the Government’s austerity cam-+ -
paign to avoid unnecessary journeys and Joss of
workmg dayst ‘the yearsjust after the War,
the capacity  crowd  already emotionally
limp isettled. down. to .a. further. half:hour and
most- must ' have . felt convinced  the superior
stamina  of ' the - First * Division stars would
decide things.: As' the extra period began, thick
- mist enveloped the ground. Now there was a ney
matter: to: consider;: the distinct possibility thyy
this: historic match ‘would: be: abandoned on ,
heart-breaking note of: anti-climax  for Yeovil,
Suddenly. with only seconds remaining to the end
of :the first period "of extra time,.the mist lifted
and clearly revealed Shackleton w1th the ball op
the halfway line.
He stood juggling: the ball up on his i instep,
facing his own goal. He was faced with a number

“No club can afford so clear an:example: of the: ' making: entry: difficult’ for:the lucky ones who
" unpredictability of football as Yeovil Town. For..-had. tickets.. Local: reporters occupied: the four
- nearly  forty years this. small Somerset county: :seater: press:box, which created an emergency
town has been producing,teams«that,have con-- that the Yeovil clubsolved in.two ways..." -
‘sistently shown that-in football, the eputation - The. 150-odd: journalists from all over Brxtam'
. counts for nothing, the performance on tuc day - and some parts of Europe were accommodated-
for everything: in the front'row of the stand to which planks of .
" The list of League clubs to whom Yeov11 have;:‘» fresh timber had been nailed to give them a writing
played hosts is long and often impressive. Crystal. 'surface and in'desks borrowed: from the junior
Palace, . Exeter City, : vaerpoo} ‘Manchester - school adjoining the ground and put on the touch- . of alternatives; he could turn it and dribble or
United * (twice), = Sheffield " Wednesday,: Bury, line/ It was an incredible sight to see distinguished - pass; he could hook:it out to either wing; he could
Bournemouth;,: Colchester; Chesterfield; Oxford ‘columni desks ‘us pass:iback or. even bang it into: the crowd for
United, Southend and Shrewsbury have all played d by six year
against-Yeovil: Yet gnly a few have overcome the
combination. of the:celebrated: Yeovil slope—in
eality: less marked than its reputation suggests
—and ; the ability of - Yeovil. Town, or Yeovil
and Petters United, as thcy were called before the

: ‘ck o Clerk, he plaved brillianily
aﬁer bevtg drafted nto; he': side: 1o} replace the

178, ;
Below Hall was back in the team for the ﬁfz}z round
( tie against Manchester United; he saved. this shot but
Football League, a team exghth inth : Yeovil 1 coulddo lzttlem rewnt Umzed’58-0 wz S
tudded ith great names of the per iod- t

; ’yv h playe
o manage Roma;:Queen’s Park
ib

- A remarkable: featurerabout Yeovil’s greates
casonr- was: that;they reached: the third roun
without 2 linc of publicity in ‘the national; press.

oming into the competition in the fourth qualify:
ng: round: they beat: Lovells- Ath]etlc, a Welsh

The meagreness of:Yeovil’s previous opposition:
may have given Bury; their next opponents, a falsc
ense: of complacency: Certainl

quotanon from the: poet Dry, en.
ointed it out to a London sports jouranlist;They
an conquer whohd ve they can:
Ke ell enough agai
ury but. only: the foolhard could give
“in: the: Southern :

‘ous: c]ub .“The chance of: vxctory ‘looked eve
- slighter when Hall, the regular: goalkeeper; who
‘had once been with Orient;: cut his knee. o1
“bottle-top in the pre-match training: The:injury.
:was serious; Hall needed five stitches and he failed:
“to pass the fitness'test.: His: place; was taken by
Dickie Dyke; a a 23-year-old solicitor’s: clerk:
~had played only one game in Yeovil’s senior tean
The match was played on- one: of those. fine;

cold, dxamona—bnght winter afternoonsr <The
population of Yeovil at the time;was around
19,000 and inside this country cousin of a ground
were jammed 15,000. Outside, with no hope of
getting'in, at least another 5,000 mxlled around

40

missed a long pass_into the goalmouth by fu
_back Barney: Ramsden and Robinson tapped:
over: the line for what he: !ater descnbed as the
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