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Alec Stock, son of a Somer-

PORTS ON THE NIGHT THEY TURNED THE CLOCK BACK.

- ] — What a' man!) ..., Ray
set miner, tu!*neol his back on Wright himself , . . and Jackie !
‘the bright lights of London Hargreaves. f !

the club which taunched him
on the road to soccer stardom,

And with him on his nostal-
gic journey to Yeovil, * Stock
| brought Bobby Moore, Alan
| Mullery and the rest of the
| Fulham team which played in
i!Saturday’s F.A. Cup Finai.

|~ Success has affected neither
| Alec ' Stock’s head nor ‘his
| heart. . ;

-On Wednesday he had as
much time as anyone would
allow him for any of his old
| cronies who were around Huish
[in 1946 when Stock, almest as
| green as the grass, came from
| Queens Park Rangers at the
tender age of 27 to become
manager-secretary of Yeovil.

And Stock was hever far
away from the wheelchair that
| housed the ' other inside-for-

f‘
|
;on Wednesday and returned to
J
,I
i
|

yesteryear. It was for Ray
Wright’s benefit that Stock’s
stars and 5,321 local fans had
gathered, and as men who had
not met for quarter of a cen-
tury or more came face to
face again, it was all very
Imoving. ; ¢

The amazing 2-1 F.A.
victory .over
29th January, 1949, set Stock
on the road to fame. But it
did little for Ray Wright, then

nearing the end of his playing

left him with
[ & e a scrapbook of memories that
{ward in ‘the Yeovil' team of hé. wonldn't swop for anything,
Ray was soon to fade from
soccer to become a
and as the years slj
he moved on to Leigh
zard to become stewa
locai golf club.

Iliness, however, forced him

to retire Prematurely after he
lost both legs. Still only 5s,
he has done little work in the
past five years.

It was characteristic that
Stock should wish to help a
friend who had falien on hard
times . . .,

For the rest, of us, tooy it
was an unforgettable night.
Seeing the Cup Final side and
Bobby Moore was an attraction
of course, but the memory 1
shall treasure longest was the
half-time introduction of 10 of
the team that beat Sun-
derland. (What a pity. wing-

half = Nick ' Colling couldn’t -

travel from London to join in
the fun).

One. by one they were
brought on to the field and
introduced. Were these really
the men | had idolized as a
hine-year-old? : ;

‘Dickie Dyke ... Ar{hur
Hickman . . . Ralph Davis . . .
Bob ‘Keeton ... Les Blizzard,
Many wore spectacies. There
were - several bald ' patches
where hair had once flourished:

Bobby  Hamilton . , . Alec
Stock ... Eric Bryant (90
goais in 70 games for Yeovil

|

There they stoed in the glare
of the television lights, reliving
a bit of-the giory they thought |
had gone for ever. ‘
Soon it was back to the foot- |
ball., Fulham, trailing to a|
Stuart Housley goal at . the
break, spoilt Yeovil's hopes of
vet another giant-killing by

- hitting back to win 2-1. Jimmy

Conway, who was injured, was |
the only one of the Wenbiey |
side not playing. His stand-in,
Barry Lioyd, levelled, and Vivl
Bushy got the winner in the |
80th minute.

‘It's a great night for us |
— really wonderful, said Ray
Wright and * his wife Betty,
who should be ., taking

|
: |

‘something like £2,000 hack to !

their Bedfordshire home. |
But Ray’s next words showed-f

the sort on unseifish man he
is. ‘We've brought down 2

-young reporter from our local ’

paper. He's a . first-class lad,
look after him wiil you?

With  that, along came
another face from 25 Yyears

ago. It was time for us young-

sters to clear off , . ,

{

ABOVE: One for the ‘old-timers. ‘Ten of the Yeovil team that beat Sunder-
land in the F.A. Cup in 1949 pictured at their get-together at Huish on Wednes-
day. Back (left to right)—Bob Keeton, Les Blizzard, Bobby Hamilton, Alec Stock,
Dickie Dykia, Jackie Hargreaves. Front—Ralph Dayis, Arthur Hickman, Ray Wright
and Eric Bryant. Nick Collins was the absentee. :
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