Yeovil chief's blast

JITED

YEOVIL chairman John Fry
has blasted the “obscene”
wages Manchester United
are shelling out for

Alexis Sanchez.

The Chilean superstar could
cover the Somerset club’s
entire  plaver budget in just
THREE = WEEKS  with ~his
E506,000-a-week pay packet

So there will be no greater
match-up between football’s
haves and have-nots than when
the ex-Arsenal star makes his
United debut at Huish Park.

Jose Mourinho's multi-million-
alres are 301 10 line up against
the League Two strugglers in
tonight's FA Cup mismatch.

Sanchez, 29, will trouser
a mind-boggling E11SMILLION
during his 4%%-year contract at
Old Trafford.

Fry. who has spent 25 years of
his life keeping the Glovers
solvent, s  battling to save
Yeovil’s Football League skins on
a8 budget of around £1.2m.

Manchester Uniled were this
week named the world's richest
club again — with a revenue
of £528.2m last vear.

Yeovil, meanwhile, are surviv-
ing on a bunch of loan players
and gates of around 3.000.
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what they can. But he is stunned
by Sanchez’s wages — and [ears
for the game in the wake of his
incredible new riches.

Ahead of thelr fourth-round
clash, the Glovers chairman
{below! szaid: “"The Sanchez deal
is outrngeous — absolutely obscene
- and it doesnt help us

“When my [riends outside of
football hear that o player is
earning E500000 & week they
throw their hands up in disgust

“This is all oumt of proportion —

it doesnt relate tw the man
in the street and the are
switching off becauss of It and
we are losing customers.

“They think we are

paying oulrageous

money as well, which
obviously we're not,
but that doesnt help
us attract new lans.

“So  many more
jobs could be created
within the leagues
through sOMeondy
earning thal sort of
MonoY.

Fry is also left
seething about the
super-agents who

are negotiating these B
massive deals and
taking huge amounts
of mon for themselves in
personal fees.

He fumed: "I just cant
understand these agents either,
screwing more money oul of us
in transfer fees. It stinks — it's
an industry to them.

“There’s so much money Fu:ng
out of the game, especially at
Premler League level, which
could be beter used.”

Tonight's game should generste
around E400,000 income for one
of the smallest c¢lubs in the top
four divisions

But Fry is worried that the big
match could disrupt the team’s
“bread and butter business of
staying In the Football League.

It took the Glovers 108 years
to get into it and Fry said:
“The last thing we want to do is
go back down there! In our head

and hearts we wanl 1o win this
game.

“But when you look at it, you
could say to yoursell: 'Hang on a
minute, it could wreck the club’

"We could get a replay and
it could mess up our league
programme of maiches and
mess players heads up, which
is what happened egainst
Chasterfield

“It's the first time the lad Otis
Khan has been sent off in his
career and now he misses the
dream match against his old club.

"He was - totally committed to
the Manchester United game,
even though clubs have been
meking offers for him and now
he's totally broken hearted

“Theres such a fine line
between winning and losing,
making a career and not making
a career, and we have 1

50 many players playing ﬁr
their careers here.

“That's why we
had better start
spending the United
money now I we
want to stay in the
league,

"Emotions wWhara
running high in
the boardroom after
| Saturdays defeat to
Chesterlield and 1y-.u.::
have to get past that

"I had to get
my black book out
because we need
players and it is
Luﬂ getting harder and

arder in the lower divisions.

"And players are costing
more now then they were at
the start of the month -
because we are playing
United and so0 the fees
goes up

"Darren Way
couldnt work any
harder. He's n terrific
manager and was
exhausted on Satur-
day = now we've
got 1o find new
players in this
transfer window.”

But cash-con- q
sclous Fry will not 53y
be agreeing to any i
CIALY, S00,000-a-
week deals any time
soon, that’s for sure.

£275,000)
£173,000
£160,000
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Sanchezr has bagged an
epic Old Trafford deal
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JOSE MOURINHO says Manchester
United have shown faith in him
to take the club back to the top
of English football.

The signing of Alexis Sanchez this
widak wa.anﬁullnwad up yesterday
with the announcement that Mour-
inho has signed a new deal to keep
him at Old Trafford until 2021

And the Red Devils boss said: "I

feel really happy with the trust,
& with the empa with the belisf
in my work. We believe in

}

each other and we are happy
with each other.

"My initinl contract was for
three years and we have now
made the decision to make it
clear for everyone

"It's not for three,
four or five and -
knows? — maybe more.
"l feel 1 am doing the things
the owners and board [eel are
the right things to do for the
future of the club.

"We want to improve all
the time, do better and
better and better.

it's for
who

"We wamt to achleve big
things and will not stop
until we do that

are showing me

their ambition, commitment
and desire to. go in the
right direction.

The board are working
hard and 1 have the clear
feeling < they will never
stop until they reach what
they want to reach, which
is 1o go back to success

"We won the Europa
League last sgeason to
close that cycle of having
won thing in tha
world of football.

“But we ‘want more
and, the way we are

working, 1 think we will
arrive there.”

United’s executive vice-
chairman Ed Woodward
heaped praise on
Mourinho as he signed
8 one-year extension to
his current three-year
contract with the option
E of a further year.

Woodward said: “His
work-rate and profession-
plism are exceptional and
he has embraced the
club’s desire to promote top-
quality woung players to
first team.

“"He hes brought an energy and a
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SHOW OF FAITH ...
1 Mourinho is in perfect
== harmony with the club

RASE

A

S

FEEL

By NEIL
CUSTIS

sense of pu

so to everything that
he does and I am sure that will
continue to bring results for the

fans and the club.”

Indeed, from what Mourinho
inherited tc where the club iz now,
there has been & big leap.

The Portuguese manager said: "I
have known for a long time the
passion and tradition of the club.

"When | arrived there was & big

batween the team and the
tradition and passion of Manchester
United.”

Mourinho believes the signing of
Sanchez from under the noses of
Manchester City was a sure sign of
the club’s ambition and claimed it
was all down to the board.

He said: °1 did nothing for Alexis
to be here.

"It was the green light from the
owners and that shows what they
want to achieve and their contribu-
tion to the club, which they want
to be bigger.”

It has been some woeek for
Mourinho, who celebrates his 65th
birthday today and takes charge of
his 100th match as United boss in
the FA Cup fourth round at Yeovil.

What he seems really excited
about, however, is seeing Sanchez
in action.

Mourinho sald: "We have got one
of the best attacking players in the
world and he's very important for
us Ealgul;;a we want the best
poss Ayers.

“"He can play everywhere in the
attacking positions.

"I have seen him

play different

tactical itions. different philoso-
ies. 1 have seen him be success-

ul in eve country with every

manager and every position.”

Mourinho also made clear the
_iump Sanchez has made In movi
rom Arsenal to Old Trafford, wit
Henrikh going the
other way.

He said: “Alexis changed from a
fantastic glub 1o a glant club and
Mkhi changed for a fantastic club,
s0 it was a great deal for every-

Mkhitaryan

i
oll, maybe not for Arsene
Wonger.

Mourinho will not be worrying
about that tonight, however. as he
blows out his candles and contin-
ues to reignite Manchester United.




