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MEHITARYAM . . . move

No Mour
trouble
for Mkhi

By CHARLIE WYETT

HENRIKH MKHITARYAN will
become a better player at
Arsenal after getting away
from Jose Mourinho —
according to the star's

make his debut for Arsene
Wenger's Gunners at
Swansea on Tuesday.
And Petrosyan, 46, said:
We are very happy with
this transfer. His style of
play will be better suited
at Arsenal.
“] think Henrikh had a
problem with the coach.
“Wenger Is better for
Henrikh. Under Wenger, he
ﬂlmﬂﬂmm stronger.
“l was happy with
Mourinho's decision not to
play him. It Is good that
he has left.”

Mihitaryan questioned his
manager's defensive
approach in front of other
players - angeri

Mourinho even more. -

Yet the United chief
agreed that Petrosyan
might have a point.

He said: “l believe Mihi
is going to be even better
than he was with us.

“It Is a good move for
everybody.

“Could he rform
better with ws? Eulﬂ 1
take more from his
talent? Maybe.

“Could he give a little
more also to adapt to us?
Maybe. But | don't think
of regrets, he's in our
history. So it's a good
feeling for everybody.”
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training schedules each
day, appear to have over-
looked Sancher's absence
iﬂTII:rldT.ln blunder.

b no suggestion
he tried to evade a test
and it is unlikely he would
even have known where he
should have been that
day for testing purposes
— clubs usually take
responsibility for telling
the awthorities of their
slayers’ whereabouls.

While Arsenal had given
permission for Sanchez to
k"il'l Unﬂﬂd. lht_r face
“"w‘tcmthe? the FA do not
ace r explanation.

The striker will not be
prevented from making his
debut against Yeovil in the
FA Cup fourth round

2
nder UK Anti-Dopi
rules, three violations “ulf
the same offence leads to
an automatic suspension.
Arsenal and the FA
declined to comment.
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there' or ‘1 didn't like it 1 prefer the
other omes. It reminds me of that
story.”

Mourinhe yesterday signed a new
deal to keep him 8t United for
another 34 years.

He has signed a one-year extension
on his current three-year contract,
which had 18 months to run, with the
option for a further year.

It is understood there will
have been o small
increase on his basic &
wage [rom his current
gon0000 a week 1o
around E275.000 a3
week but with ao
much bigger I.nr:an-.ﬁ
tive package written &
into ft for success. &

It is the £505000 ag
week that Sanchez Is 5
earnin at United -
which has been the big
talking point this week.

City claimed thoy

lled out of a deal because
the Chilgan hitmans wage
demands were too high.

Mourinho says that is nonsense

E‘I.:-en that the player would have

on worth between £100-150million
in the transfer market if his contract
had not been running out at Arsenal.

United got Sanchez in a straight
swap with Henrikh Mkhitaryan.

And Mourinho declared: "1 know
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that if other clubs did not gel him
it's not a problem of maney.

“You go and analyse the numbers B

and Manchester City spent maore

money
maney |
fon spani more money than us.

than us, Chelsea spent more
han us, [ think even Ever-

“you have to put things in per
spective. How much
would Alexis San-
£ chez cost in & noT-

' mal transfer, as &
player with two or
three years of con-
tract? [ would say
roughly £100-150m.

“Sp  put things
in perspective —
you go 10 the
— pumbers the
club didn't pay
on the transfer.

“] cannot say it
WS expensive
because it wasnt
and if you mdd

all the values of
his coniract, it's
not cheap.

“But [ think its & very
good deal for us and the
player has a fantastic con-
tract, It's a coniract accord-
ing to his qualities and the
situation — no transfer fee.

Sanchez is in the squad
for tonight's FA Cup
fourth-round clash at Yeovil




