Houllier’s
counting
on Owen

GERARD HOULLIER is countin

on victory at Yeovil and a self-
imposed transfer embargo to
reduce the risk of a stormy Liv-
erpool annual meeting tomorrow

night.

Houllier believes the return af
Michael Cwen will help ensure that
Liverpood's foeeign legian are not
pswched out by Yeovils famous
giantkillers, whom he accuses af
showing a inck of respect.

And 10 belp & unhappy share-
kobders, Houllier Inst
might anmounced he had
ﬂl’!l’!lﬂﬂlﬁﬂ_’e ?:E waould
not 5 in the January
!mﬁ window, =

Darspite Envesting
ElMmm on players, Houl-
lier's side lie 20 I:'u}lnl:s
behind Premiership lead-
ers Monchester United,

But Houllier, who will
ndidress the annus] meel-
Ing 35 hours alter Mecing
Yeavil, said: “I st the
!Iﬂurcﬁ- here, thats why

‘m not hoving ony
recraitment, [ nod troe
the board aren't backing me. The rea.
som for no more signings is that it
would canse more problems for the
sdjuad wi sl nedy have,

The recrultment will come when
Milan Baras and Jamie Caorrogher pre
‘back from mjuries.”

Auxerre striker Diibril Cisse, o
ever, has been lined up lor a E10m
move io Anlield in the summer.

Beaides having o deal with persis-
tent speculation that Celfic boss Martin
O'Medll wants his job, Houllier also
beligyes Third Division Yeovil have
shown a lack af respect.

Bul, in having Owen available for the
First tiene in Gve weeks, Houlller knows
he has someone &5 fired up for the FA
Cap as the underdogs. The England
siriker scomed both gonls i the 2001 FA

FAVOURITE: Chwan

By Joe Bernshein

Cup final againm Arsenal as I.lm'ﬂwl_
won 5 unique cup ireble and Houllier
sadil: "When we lined the trophics up, 1
asked Michael which ane he preferred
and he pointed 1o the FA Cup.

"He then pointed ta the 'I.ITI{EA Cup and
saiil: "You prefer that one™. 1 agreed
that maybe s Eurcpesn trophy is
bégger for us but it showed hew impor-
tznt the FA Cup is for English ployers.
He's been like o boy by the Christmas
tree. He will eitber play o be on (e

bench.

Houller knows his
nppearance &t Liver-
pool’s annoal mesting
will be his Ixst s man-
nger if his Side sulTer the
worst Cup shock i their
protd histary.

Yeavil have done their
&R [F] l_;'EIWH.' the {llﬂl‘?‘-
sure, with mansger Gary
Johinson claiming J-I!:l:il-
lier lives in o mansion
where he counts all his
money End 4 couple of
players anying Liverpool
A s real enderdogs.

The sledging has anly served to
Increase Houllier's determinntion
Houllier said: ‘I can't contral what
Yeovil say, but 1 can control what we
gy and how it alTects s, | woualda't do
the samo in their sinuestion, fﬂl"?]ll!l'l.‘f'l
respect the oppasition more. Most of
thess gnmes come down 1o attifude -
and oetr aftitude will bo right,”

Oiwen’s return is a |swl:hu|nuil:n|
boost a3 much a8 anyibing. His séason
Thas been restricied to lour games aftor
a shin injury against Arsennl three
moaths ago, His st netlon came
apninst Stesun Bucharest five weeks
n,|i'rr when he sasiningd o thigh injury.

tut Hoallier recalied that Cwen had
an injury-hit stac o 2000 asd came
back 1o win hree cups — and become
European Foothaller of the Yenr,

Yeovil v Li';aruuﬂl, BBC1, 12'.1;[I'um- Iﬁ:i-nif lﬁ _]




